
A
:  H

ow
 does clim

ate change affect the w
orld’s poorest people?

•    D
ow

nload the C
razy C

lim
ate Pow

erPo
in

t p
resen

tatio
n from

 
w

w
w

.christianaid.org.uk/learn to use on the w
hiteboard as  

an introduction to the topic (you could prelude this lesson w
ith  

the assem
b

ly). 

•    D
ow

nload m
ore sto

ries, p
h

o
to

s an
d

 vid
eo

s from
  

w
w

w
.christianaid.org.uk/learn or w

w
w

.globalgang.org  
of children’s experiences of clim

ate change.

•    Show
 pupils one or both of the vid

eo
 sto

ries:  
C

h
am

p
a (B

angladesh) (w
w

w
.globalgang.org/hotnew

s/ 
childpow

er/refugees_2006.htm
l)  

H
ad

ja (Senegal) (w
w

w
.togethertv.org/video-hadja-diallo.shtm

l) 

•    D
ram

a activities: Flood! or C
lim

ate C
hanged! B

oth help  
children understand how

 extrem
e w

eather conditions affect 
people’s hom

es and lives. 

•     Photocopy C
h

am
p

a’s sto
ry and Fatim

ata’s sto
ry and hand  

them
 out. R

ead the stories in pairs or as a w
hole-class activity. 

D
iscuss the issues raised in the stories, such as:  

•  W
hat is the problem

 in the story? H
ow

 does it m
ake people 

 
feel? H

ow
 has it changed their lives? 

•  H
ow

 does the story m
ake you feel? 

•  W
hat activities em

it C
O

2  and m
ake clim

ate change w
orse?  

 
(Eg flying, driving, cutting dow

n trees etc.)  
•  W

hat do you think the person in the story does to m
ake clim

ate 
 

change w
orse? (Tell pupils that, on average, a person in the  

 
U

K/Ireland em
its 33 tim

es m
ore C

O
2  each year than a person  

 
in B

angladesh). 
•  D

oes the difference betw
een w

hat w
e do and w

hat the person 
 

in the story does surprise you? W
hy?  

•  W
hat can w

e do to help?

•    In sm
all groups, ask pupils to do a ‘hot seating’ exercise. First, 

each pupil w
rites dow

n three questions that they w
ould like to  

ask the people featured in the story. Taking it in turns, one pupil 
plays the role of C

ham
pa/A

issata/Fatim
ata/Senegalese villagers 

and answ
ers the questions posed by their group.

•    In sm
all groups, pupils find out m

ore about either B
angladesh  

or Senegal and how
 the country is affected by clim

ate  
change. You can also use the C

ountry profiles available from
  

w
w

w
.christianaid.org.uk/learn

B
:  Fro

m
 g

lo
b

al to
 lo

cal – let’s cu
t th

e carb
o

n
!

A
 recent survey (the R

M
 School G

ate Survey) found that children 
experienced sleepless nights w

orrying about clim
ate change because 

they felt pow
erless to do anything about it. These activities aim

 to help 
children feel that they can m

ake a difference by reducing their carbon 
dioxide (C

O
2 ) em

issions and take ow
nership in m

aking that change. 

1.  G
ive pupils the opportunity to look at the follow

ing w
eb resources 

and/or any other m
aterial you have to find out how

 they can help 
the planet.  
• w

w
w

.globalgang.org/gam
es/greenquiz.htm

l  
•  w

w
w

.globalgang.org/gam
es/gam

ezone/disasters_tips.htm
l  

•  http://new
s.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnew

s (search ‘global w
arm

ing’)  
•  w

w
w

.recyclenow
.com

/ 

2.  Split the class into sm
all groups, allocating them

 one of the 
follow

ing categories: hom
e; school; holidays and travel; out-of-

school activities. A
sk each group to brainstorm

 things that people 
can do to com

bat clim
ate change. H

ere are som
e suggestions  

to get them
 started. 

•  The three eco-R
s – reduce, reuse, recycle 

•  Start com
posting w

ith leaves, grass clippings and uncooked fruit  
 

and veg scraps 
•  Save resources: start a clothes-sw

ap schem
e! 

•   R
ecycle old m

obile phones and printer cartridges using special 
C

hristian A
id envelopes. O

rder from
 08700 787 788 (U

K) or  
01 611 0801 (R

epublic of Ireland) (quote F1294 for phones, 
F1273 for printer cartridges).

3.  A
sk each group to present their ideas, w

riting up all suggestions 
on the board.

 
 From

 this list, ask pupils to choose the five actions they consider 
to be m

ost im
portant. Tally up the choices and list the five m

ost 
popular actions on the poster, under ‘Let’s cut the carbon’. 

4.  Pupils can also fill in their p
led

ge o
n

lin
e at w

w
w

.globalgang.org 
and see w

hat other children are doing.

5.  Tell everyone! A
sk pupils to w

ork in sm
all groups. The task is to 

advertise one of their pledges/actions to the rest of the school. 
W

hat do they think is the best w
ay to advertise, inform

 and have 
the biggest im

pact? They could produce a dram
a for an assem

bly, 
a poster, a Pow

erPoint presentation or a film
.

C
:  P

lay th
e Trees an

d
 C

h
im

n
eys b

o
ard

 gam
e to

 
co

n
so

lid
ate learn

in
g

 

C
opies of the gam

e are available from
 C

hristian A
id. C

all 08700 787 788 
(U

K) or 01 611 0801 (R
epublic of Ireland) (quoting F1450).

•    A
fter pupils have played the gam

e, use the C
razy C

lim
ate facts  

to reinforce the problem
s and actions m

entioned.

Lesson
 activities

Select from
 these groups of activities to introduce children to clim

ate change issues.
N

ote: The activities can be built into a unit of w
ork or used independently, but it is best to use activities from

  
group A

 before progressing to group B
. 

Champa’s story

Champa Hatun is 12 and is afraid of the river. 
She lives in Bangladesh, southeast Asia, with 
her parents and four brothers and sisters. 
They live in a tiny one-room hut on the River 
Ganges. They lost their land and home when 
the river flooded. 

Leaving home
Bangladesh gets flooded more often than any 
other country in the world. The land is very 
flat. Scientists think that if global warming 
continues and the sea levels rise by 45cm, 
10 per cent of it will be under water. If that 
happens, 5.5 million people would have to find 
somewhere else to live – that’s equivalent to 
almost the whole population of Scotland.* 

The floods in 2004 and 2007 caused lots of 
damage. Like Champa, many people had to 
move because their homes were destroyed. 
Scientists think that by 2050 climate change 
will make more than 1 billion people around 
the world leave their homes. 
 
Champa has got used to her new home but 
doesn’t want to move again. She wants climate 
change to stop. ‘We don’t know where we’ll  
go when the river reaches this place. We’ll have 
to move again.’

Food and clean water
In Bangladesh, Christian Aid works with 
families who have been affected by floods. 
It gives them food and helps to make the 
water clean and safe to drink, because 
when floodwater gets in the wells it makes 
the drinking water dirty. Christian Aid helps 
villages rebuild homes and lends families 
money so they can buy seeds to replace 
crops lost in the floods. 

Christian Aid also helps families prepare for 
future floods, building shelters that are raised 
off the ground, so people have a safe place to 
go when the floods come. People can also 
learn first aid skills and how to warn others 
that the floods are coming. These things can 
help save many lives.

Champa’s family borrowed money so they 
could rent some land to grow rice and to pay 
for Champa and her brothers and sisters to  
go to school. Champa wants to finish school 
so that she can earn some money and help  
her family ‘by making sure we have a safe 
place to live’.

* Scotland’s estimated population on 30 June  
2006 was 5,116,900 (figure from the General Register  
Office for Scotland). 

Champa outside her home in Bangladesh

Bangladeshi villagers wade through floodwaters  
to get clean water 

Fatimata’s story

Fatimata Louty Ba is 12 and her best friend 
Aissata Abdourahmane Sall is 11. They think 
the hardest thing about living in northern 
Senegal, west Africa, is the heat and wind. 
Senegal has not had much rain for the last 
30 years and lots of trees have been chopped 
down to use as firewood. Without trees, the 
healthy soil gets blown away, and crops don’t 
grow well. Farmers now find it very hard to 
earn a living and families often do not have 
enough to eat. 

Changing land 
Some of the older people remember a time  
when the land looked very different. Houleymata 
Diallo, 60, says. ‘As time has gone by, the trees 
have gone.’

Abdoulaye Noliaye, 57, was a farmer before 
the drought came and the trees were chopped 
down. He thinks more of the land is turning 
to desert. ‘The desert… gives us lots of sun, 
causing lots of wind to blow, taking all the 
nutrients [goodness] from the soil.’ He is now 
president of a local group that protects the 
earth. Christian Aid helps the group learn how 
to plant and care for trees. 

Planting trees 
Trees are helpful because they…

•  balance the gases: trees soak up gases, like 
CO2, which cause global warming, and make 
other gases, like oxygen, which people need 
to breathe 

•  bring rain: trees ‘breathe out’ oxygen and 
water vapour. The water vapour collects 
in the air to form clouds. And clouds bring 
rain! 

•  produce fruit: such as mangos and lemons, 
giving farmers food for their families and 
something to sell 

•  keep healthy soil in place: trees help hold 
the soil in place and stop the wind from 
blowing it away 

•  stop the land from becoming desert: trees 
help keep water in the ground. Best friends – Aissata (left) and Fatimata (right) 

Drought makes the earth dry and cracked

‘People and 

animals d
ie 

because it’s
  

too hot.’ 

F
lood!

A
 dram

a activity for 7- to 9-year-olds
A

im
: Pupils w

ill learn how
 extrem

e w
eather conditions affect som

e of the w
orld’s poorest people’s  

hom
es and lives. C

hildren em
pathise w

ith people w
ho have been m

ade hom
eless.

M
aterials/p

rep
aration

:  
•

   C
razy C

lim
ate poster

•
   C

ountry profiles  
(available from

 w
w

w
.christianaid.org.uk/learn) 

•
   large space (school hall ideal) 

•
   PE

 m
ats 

•
   PE

 vests or bands (or stickers) to m
ark out roles

P
rior learn

in
g: Pupils should be accustom

ed to im
aginative play as this dram

a is open ended  
and loosely structured. 

W
arm

 u
p

•    D
escribe the w

eather and ask pupils to act/m
im

e accordingly, 
eg It’s cold (shiver/put on a jum

per) It’s raining (m
im

e putting up 
an um

brella).

In
tro

d
u

ctio
n

 (w
h

o
le class activity)

•    G
et pupils to w

alk around the room
, finding space. A

sk them
 to 

listen as you describe the w
eather and act out how

 they feel as 
they’re w

alking. Im
agine that there is light rain, feel it on your face 

as you w
alk. The rain is getting heavier and your clothes are w

et. 
H

ow
 are you w

alking now
? The rain is really heavy now

 and your 
clothes are soaking w

et; you have to avoid big puddles. You don’t 
have an um

brella and it w
on’t stop raining. 

•    Stop pupils and ask them
 how

 they feel. D
o you like w

alking in  
the rain? W

hat do you w
ant to do w

hen you get hom
e in the dry 

(eg have a bath, dry your hair, relax etc)? 

•    Talk about flooding in the U
K and Ireland. Pupils m

ay have 
experienced flooding, or seen TV footage of helicopter rescues 
and the dam

age and disruption caused.

•    Show
 pupils the im

ages on the poster of floodw
aters. A

sk: W
hat 

happens w
hen it doesn’t stop raining? C

an you go hom
e? Talk 

about w
hat kind of problem

s you m
ight face (eg hom

es, shops 
and schools are flooded, people and anim

als drow
n, crops are 

ruined, diseases spread as there is no clean w
ater, etc).

•    R
ead G

ile’s experience of floods from
 the poster. 

G
ro

u
p

 activity

•    Tell pupils that they are going to pretend that they are living in 
B

angladesh like G
ile. A

sk them
 to im

agine they are in a flood 
situation. Put pupils into groups of four or five.

•    G
ive each group a situation to act out. For each group, the banks 

of the river burst and the floodw
aters start to rise. 

•  (2 groups) You are at school. W
hat happens next?  

•  (2 groups) You are a fam
ily at hom

e. W
hat happens next? 

•  (1 group) You are doctors and nurses w
orking in the hospital. 

 
Your job is to look after people w

ho are sick or injured. 
•  (1 group) You w

ork in the C
hristian A

id office in B
angladesh.  

 
Your job is to m

ake sure that people can get clean w
ater and  

 
food to eat. 

•    M
ake sure everyone know

s w
hat each group’s role is. They  

could w
ear PE team

 vests/bands/stickers to identify groups.  
Tell them

 that there are som
e people w

ho are having big 
problem

s but that there are also other people w
ho are helping 

out. Explain that you need them
 to find solutions to the problem

s 
and help each other as m

uch as possible. G
ive each group a PE

 
m

at w
hich is their only ‘dry land’. Tell them

 that if they w
ant to 

m
ove off their dry land they have to either sw

im
 (lying on tum

m
y 

to m
ove along floor) or row

 a boat (shuffling on bottom
 and row

ing 
w

ith arm
s). 

•    W
atch the dram

a unfold and encourage groups to interact w
ith 

each other by suggesting problem
s and solutions. 

•    Stop the dram
a after 10-15 m

inutes and tell pupils that the  
floodw

aters have gone dow
n but their houses have been w

ashed  
aw

ay and their crops are ruined by the w
ater. Som

e people and 
anim

als w
ill have drow

ned and others w
ill be very sick.

P
len

ary

•    A
sk pupils to describe the problem

s that they faced and how
  

they w
ere helped. 

•    A
sk them

 w
hat they think happens after the flood. W

hat are 
the new

 problem
s (eg being hom

eless, losing fam
ily m

em
bers, 

not being able to go to school or other places that have been 
destroyed, dirty w

ater in the w
ells, lack of food)?

•    Talk about how
 global w

arm
ing is changing the w

eather so that 
flooding is becom

ing m
ore severe and unpredictable.

•    Talk about how
 cutting our C

O
2  em

issions w
ill help keep clim

ate 
changes to a m

inim
um

. D
iscuss w

ays that w
e can keep our C

O
2  

em
issions low

.

•    IC
T: visit w

w
w

.globalgang.org to m
ake a clim

ate change  
pledge, play the D

isaster W
atch gam

e and read m
ore clim

ate 
change stories.

•    Visit w
w

w
.christianaid.org.uk/em

ergencies to find out how
 

C
hristian A

id responded to the 2007 floods in India and 
B

angladesh. You could read som
e of the m

aterial to your class.

C
lim

ate ch
an

ged!
A

 dram
a activity for age 9+

A
im

: Pupils w
ill dem

onstrate the causes and effects of clim
ate change through m

im
e. Pupils w

ill em
pathise  

w
ith people affected by clim

ate change.

M
aterials/prep

aration
: C

razy C
lim

ate poster; C
ham

pa’s story; Fatim
ata’s story; C

ountry profiles  
(available from

 w
w

w
.christianaid.org.uk/learn); large area to w

ork; large piece of paper or w
hiteboard w

ith  
the follow

ing m
im

e prom
pts w

ritten up:

1   C
ause of problem

2   A
nother cause of the problem

3   E
ffects of the problem

4   A
nother effect of the problem

5   R
esolving the problem

6   A
n ideal w

orld

P
rior learn

in
g: This activity assum

es that pupils w
ill have read C

ham
pa’s story/Fatim

ata’s story and discussed  
the causes and effects of clim

ate change locally and globally. 

W
arm

 u
p

•    Pupils w
ork in pairs – one child is A

, the other B
. A

 stands in  
front of B

 w
ith eyes closed. B

 has to give A
 directions to m

ove 
around the room

 safely. A
 needs to listen carefully to B

 and  
follow

 directions. Sw
ap roles and repeat so pupils have a chance 

to experience both roles. 

•    A
sk students how

 they felt. H
elpless? D

ependent? Trusting  
or not? Link this to the issues of clim

ate change. Poor countries 
are feeling the effects of clim

ate change m
ore severely than rich 

countries. M
any people, especially the poor, are feeling quite 

helpless in the face of extrem
e w

eather and m
ore intense and 

unpredictable natural disasters. 

•    R
epeat the pair w

ork activity, but this tim
e the pupil w

ith their 
eyes shut has to call out all the w

ords that they can think of on 
the topic of clim

ate change as they are being guided. Sw
ap roles 

and repeat. A
sk pupils if it w

as harder to concentrate on the task 
w

hile they w
ere calling out w

ords. Explain that clim
ate change is 

m
aking life m

uch harder for m
any poor people w

ho already have 
lots of difficulties.

Freeze d
ram

a

•    A
sk the pairs to team

 up w
ith another pair to m

ake groups  
of four. A

sk the groups of four to create a freeze dram
a about 

clim
ate change. They should interpret each m

im
e prom

pt  
(see ‘M

aterials/preparation’) by creating a static m
im

e or tableau 
(you could reveal each prom

pt in turn). If tim
e is short, skip 

prom
pts 2 and 4. G

ive them
 10 m

inutes to do this. 

•    Stop pupils after 10 m
inutes. Start all the groups at one end of  

the room
. Tell them

 that they should show
 prom

pt 1 to start, then 
m

ove on a m
etre, then show

 prom
pt 2, then m

ove another m
etre, 

and so on. B
y prom

pt 6 they should have m
oved the length of the 

room
. A

llocate each group a section or ‘channel’ of the length  
of the room

 in w
hich to practise. 

•    A
fter 10 m

inutes, have a sim
ultaneous practice. Each group  

starts in prom
pt 1. C

all out each prom
pt to get them

 to m
ove into 

the next position. 

Perfo
rm

an
ce/d

iscu
ssio

n

•    W
ith the audience (the rest of the class) sitting at one end of 

the room
, select a group to dem

onstrate their freeze dram
a by 

starting at the opposite end and com
ing tow

ards the audience. 
A

sk the group to perform
 it once all the w

ay through and then 
repeat. A

t each ‘freeze’, get the rest of the class to discuss w
hat 

they think is happening in the tableau. 

•    The freeze dram
as should provide great discussion stim

uli to  
get pupils m

aking the connection betw
een the causes of clim

ate 
change, the consequences for the w

orld and also w
hat needs  

to be done to resolve the situation. 

P
len

ary/fo
llow

 u
p

•    Talk about cutting our C
O

2  em
issions and how

 this w
ill help the 

planet. D
iscuss w

ays that w
e can keep our ow

n C
O

2  em
issions 

low
 at hom

e and at school. W
hat else needs to change to help  

our com
m

unity becom
e m

ore eco-friendly? D
raw

 up an action 
plan to present to the school council, head teacher or local M

P. 

•    A
sk pupils to visit w

w
w

.globalgang.org to m
ake a clim

ate change 
pledge, play the D

isaster W
atch gam

e and read m
ore clim

ate 
change stories. 

•    H
ave a debate: given that clim

ate change is already happening, 
w

hose job is it to m
ake sure it doesn’t get any w

orse?

•    Visit w
w

w
.christianaid.org.uk/em

ergencies to find out how
 

C
hristian A

id responded to the 2007 floods in India and 
B

angladesh. You could read som
e of the m

aterial to your class.

C
razy C

lim
ate facts

T
h

ese fa
cts ca

n
 b

e u
sed

 a
s a

 fo
llo

w
-u

p
 a

fter p
la

y
in

g
 th

e Trees a
n

d
 C

h
im

n
ey

s ga
m

e  
o

r ca
n

 b
e u

sed
 o

n
 th

eir o
w

n
. Yo

u
 ca

n
 d

o
w

n
lo

a
d

 fu
rth

er co
p

ies o
f th

ese fa
cts fro

m
 

 w
w

w
.ch

ristia
n

a
id

.o
rg

.u
k/lea

rn

•  Pu
t th

e fa
cts in

to
 g

ro
u

p
s u

n
d

er h
ea

d
in

g
s like: red

u
ce, recy

cle, reu
se, sa

ve w
a

ter, sa
ve 

en
erg

y
, red

u
ce C

O
2 . Yo

u
 ca

n
 a

lso
 th

in
k o

f y
o

u
r o

w
n

 h
ea

d
in

g
s o

r so
rt th

em
 in

to
 p

ro
b

lem
s 

a
n

d
 a

ctio
n

s. 

•  C
h

o
o

se a
 fa

ct. W
o

rk in
 p

a
irs o

r sm
a

ll g
ro

u
p

s to
 th

in
k o

f w
a

y
s to

 tell th
e rest o

f y
o

u
r sch

o
o

l 
a

b
o

u
t th

e fa
ct y

o
u

 h
a

ve ch
o

sen
. W

h
a

t d
o

 y
o

u
 th

in
k is th

e b
est w

a
y

 to
 d

o
 th

is? Yo
u

 co
u

ld
 

p
erfo

rm
 a

 p
la

y
 o

r a
ssem

b
ly

, o
r m

a
ke a

 p
o

ster, a
 Po

w
erPo

in
t p

resen
ta

tio
n

 o
r even

 a
 fi

lm
.

•  M
a

ke a
 ta

lly
 ch

a
rt to

 reco
rd

 y
o

u
r a

ctivities over a
 w

eek th
a

t em
it C

O
2 , eg

 ca
r jo

u
rn

ey
s,  

h
o

u
rs w

a
tch

in
g

 T
V, h

o
w

 lo
n

g
 y

o
u

 ch
a

rg
e y

o
u

r m
o

b
ile p

h
o

n
e fo

r, etc. P
lo

t y
o

u
r resu

lts o
n

  
a

 g
ra

p
h

 to
 sh

o
w

 y
o

u
r ca

rb
o

n
 fo

o
tp

rin
t.

• D
esig

n
 a

n
d

 ca
rry

 o
u

t a
 su

rvey
 o

f y
o

u
r cla

ssm
a

tes to
 fi

n
d

 o
u

t h
o

w
 eco

-frien
d

ly
 th

ey
 a

re.

D
id you know

 that one flush
  

of y
o

u
r lo

o
* u

ses a
s m

u
ch

 
w

ater as som
e people in parts 

o
f A

frica
 a

n
d

 A
sia

 u
se in

 a
 

d
a

y
 fo

r w
a

sh
in

g
, clea

n
in

g
, 

co
o

kin
g

 a
n

d
 d

rin
kin

g
? 

*about 10 litres of w
ater

(S
ource: Environm

ent A
gency/W

ater S
upply and

 
S

anitation C
ollaborative C

ouncil (W
S

S
C

C
)) 

D
id you know

 floodw
ater can

 
get into w

ells and m
ake the 

drinking w
ater dirty? D

rinking
 

dirty w
ater m

akes people 
very ill. A

round 6,000 children
 

die every day from
 drinking

 
unsafe w

ater and not having
 

proper toilets.
(S

ource: w
w

w
.w

ateraid.org.uk)

D
id you know

 that planting
 

trees helps stop the soil 
becom

ing unusable and the 
land turning into desert?

R
ubbish w

e send to the tip
 

ends up in landfill sites, 
producing m

ore harm
ful 

gases. D
id you know

 that 
every person in the U

K
 throw

s 
aw

ay their ow
n body w

eight 
in rubbish every seven w

eeks?
(S

ource: W
aste W

atch)

D
id you know

 that experts 
think w

e should reduce our 
C

O
2  em

issions to just 2 tonnes 
per person per year to help the 
planet? That m

ay be difficult for 
us, but people in B

angladesh
 

only produce 0.3 tonnes. In
 

N
icaragua it’s only 0.7 tonnes 

and in M
ali 0.1 tonnes! 

(S
ource: U

N
D

P D
evelopm

ent R
eport 2006)

Yo
u

 ca
n

 h
elp

 th
e enviro

n
m

en
t 

b
y

 u
sin

g
 en

erg
y

-sa
vin

g
 lig

h
t 

b
u

lb
s in

 y
o

u
r h

o
m

e – a
n

d
 

sa
ve m

o
n

ey
! 

D
id you know

 that if you fly
  

to faraw
ay places, like Florida, 

you em
it about 1 tonne of C

O
2  

each flight? 
(S

ource: C
lim

ate C
are)

To help cut C
O

2 , w
e need

  
to buy less stuff. B

y reducing
 

and reusing, w
e send few

er 
things to rubbish tips, and

 
few

er harm
ful gases are 

em
itted into the air. 

Turning the heating dow
n

  
by just one degree saves  
240kg of C

O
2  a year. It w

ould
 

take eight trees to soak up
  

this am
ount of C

O
2 !

(S
ource: N

ational C
onsum

er A
gency)

A
 can that is recycled today

 
can be m

ade into a new
  

can and be back on a shelf, 
refilled and ready to buy

 
again, in just six w

eeks! 
(S

ource: w
w

w
.thinkcans.com

)

D
id you know

 that m
obiles 

contain som
e horrible things 

w
hich can leak and pollute  

the soil if you don’t get rid
  

of them
 safely? 

It m
a

kes sen
se to

 u
se th

e  
su

n’s en
erg

y
 to

 p
rovid

e 
electricity

 – esp
ecia

lly
 in

  
rea

lly
 su

n
n

y
 co

u
n

tries! 
D

id you know
 that S

enegal 
is one of the w

orld’s sunniest 
countries, w

ith m
ore than 3,000 

hours of sunshine a year? 
(S

ource: U
N

ES
C

O
)

R
ecycled m

aterial can
  

be used to m
ake lots of 

different things. D
id you

  
know

 that 25 tw
o-litre soft-

drinks bottles can be used
  

to m
ake a fleece jacket? 

(S
ource: W

R
A

P)

Electrical appliances on
 

standby still use energy.  
A

n average hom
e has 12 

electrical appliances and
 

gadgets on standby. That 
energy adds to your carbon

 
footprint. Turn them

 off –  
and save m

oney too!

S
hort car journeys send out 

m
ore than 2kg of C

O
2  per 

journey. S
o being driven to

 
school and back in a year 
equals 760kg of C

O
2 . 

(S
ource: I-C

ount – short journeys are calculated as  
under 3 m

iles)

W
e ea

ch
 u

se a
b

o
u

t 134 p
la

stic 
b

a
g

s a
 y

ea
r. M

aking them
 

uses energy w
hich em

its lo
ts 

o
f C

O
2 . A

n
d

 th
e billions of 

plastic bags w
e throw

 a
w

a
y

 
en

d
 u

p
 in

 ru
b

b
ish

 tip
s, a

n
d

 
th

erefo
re relea

se h
a

rm
fu

l 
ga

ses in
to

 th
e a

ir. 
(S

ource: Friends of the Earth)

You can save up to four  
litres of w

ater by turning
  

off the tap w
hile you brush

 
your teeth.

A
 carbon footprint is a

 
m

easure of how
 m

uch C
O

2   
w

e em
it into the atm

osphere 
– the sm

aller the footprint,  
the better it is for the planet.

D
id

 y
o

u
 kn

o
w

 th
a

t lea
vin

g
 

y
o

u
r T

V
 o

n
 sta

n
d

b
y

 co
u

ld
  

em
it up to 20kg of C

O
2  a year? 

M
any charities recycle m

obile 
phones, printer cartridges and

 
com

puters to raise m
oney. 

R
ecycling a phone w

ith
 

C
hristian A

id raises £3/€4.50, 
w

hich could pay for a child to
 

go to school for tw
o m

onths 
in India. W

hy not start up a
 

collection in your school? 

The K
yoto Protocol is an

 
agreem

ent signed by 166 
countries. A

ll the countries 
agreed to cut their greenhouse 
gases. C

an you find out w
hich

 
countries have signed up?

A
lm

ost everything w
e produce 

has a carbon footprint – even
 

crisps! O
ne fam

ous crisp
 

com
pany has calculated the 

carbon footprint of a packet of 
its cheese and onion crisps to

 
be 75g. 

T
h

e 3 eco
-R

s a
re: red

u
ce 

w
h

a
t y

o
u

 b
u

y
, reu

se  
th

in
g

s y
o

u
 h

a
ve b

o
u

g
h

t  
a

n
d

 recy
cle m

o
re.

W
rite y

o
u

r o
w

n
 clim

a
te 

ch
a

n
g

e fa
ct h

ere.

w
w

w
.ch
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C
lim

ate ch
an

ge an
d

 p
overty

C
hristian A

id w
ants to end poverty in the w

orld. To achieve this goal, 
w

e have to tackle clim
ate change – because the w

orld’s poorest 
people bear the brunt of it. They live in places that are prone to 
droughts, storm

s and floods, but do not have the m
eans to protect 

them
selves. A

s the earth gets w
arm

er, extrem
e w

eather is set to 
becom

e m
ore intense and unpredictable. M

any poor com
m

unities 
rely on the w

eather because they earn a living through farm
ing, so 

w
hen the clim

ate changes, they are the first to suffer. 

This resource encourages pupils to think about the effects of 
clim

ate change – w
ho it affects m

ost and how
 it affects them

. 
B

ut it is not all doom
 and gloom

: it is instead an opportunity for 
change. Pupils w

ill consider how
 they can help stop clim

ate chaos 
through their ow

n lifestyle choices. They w
ill learn about how

 
clim

ate change affects children in other parts of the w
orld and how

 
C

hristian A
id’s w

ork is helping to create a m
ore sustainable w

orld. 

R
efl

ection
/p

rayer
Let’s care for our clim

ate
For the rain
R

ain puts houses under w
ater but m

akes the plants grow
Let’s care for our clim

ate
For the w

ind
W

ind can tear dow
n trees but can pow

er a turbine
Let’s care for our clim

ate
For the sun
T

he sun’s glare can bake the land but can heat a solar panel
Let’s care for our clim

ate
For the w

eather 
For those w

ho live w
ith floods and storm

s and droughts
Let’s care for our clim

ate

G
eo

g
rap

hy/E
nviro

n
m

en
tal 

S
tu

d
ies/S

cien
ce: the im

pact of 
clim

ate change on pupils in the 
U

K/Ireland and globally; children’s 
responsibilities; learning to  
exam

ine an individual’s carbon 
footprint; sustainable developm

ent; 
global w

arm
ing

R
E

/R
M

E
: study the w

ork of a 
C

hristian charity; stew
ardship; 

caring for our w
orld

P
S

H
E

/P
S

D
/P

S
E

/C
itizen

sh
ip

: 
participation; responsibilities; global 
aw

areness; global citizenship

This m
aterial has been w

ritten  
for education purposes. For w

ider 
distribution or com

m
ercial gain, 

perm
ission m

ust be sought  
from

 C
hristian A

id. W
ritten by 

So-Shan A
u and N

icola Inson for 
C

hristian A
id, 2007. You can also 

dow
nload these m

aterials from
 

w
w

w
.ch

ristian
aid

.o
rg

.u
k/learn

‘My father 

bought h
is l

and 

through hard 

work, but th
e 

riv
er to

ok it…
’ 

© Christian Aid, October 2007

A
ssem

b
ly: C

lim
ate change – it’s happening now

! (15 m
ins)

T
h

em
e: C

lim
ate change; green issues; the environm

ent, flooding

C
ou

n
try focu

s: B
angladesh

A
im

: To show
 pupils how

 clim
ate change affects people’s lives; to em

pathise w
ith others; to reflect  

on how
 our actions can m

ake a difference to people around the w
orld.

M
aterials/p

reparation
:  

•
   D

ow
nload the C

razy C
lim

ate Pow
erPoint presentation and view

 the photo galleries and video stories  
at w

w
w

.christianaid
.org

.uk/learn
 (or use C

ham
pa’s story included here).

•
   Source a song about rain (eg Travis W

hy does it alw
ays rain on m

e?).

1.   Play the Pow
erPo

in
t p

resen
tatio

n or show
 the p

h
o

to
 gallery  

as pupils arrive. Listen to a rain-related song to set the scene.

2.  A
sk pupils if they like the rain. R

em
ind them

 that w
e need rain  

to grow
 food.

3.  A
sk pupils to listen carefully to the story about C

ham
pa to find  

out w
hy she is scared of w

ater.

4.  Play or read C
h

am
p

a’s sto
ry, display a photo of her and a  

w
orld m

ap highlighting B
angladesh (using im

ages from
 the 

Pow
erPoint presentation).

5.  A
sk a volunteer to tell you w

hy C
ham

pa is frightened of w
ater.

6.  E
xplain that the w

orld is w
arm

ing up, partly because there is 
m

ore carbon dioxide gas (C
O

2)  in the air, w
hich acts like a blanket 

and traps in heat. S
om

e places don’t get as m
uch rain as they 

used to, w
hich can m

ake it hard to grow
 crops. B

ut other places 
som

etim
es get too m

uch w
ater causing floods. In som

e places, 
storm

s are becom
ing stronger and m

ore dam
aging. The m

ost 
extrem

e floods in B
angladesh used to happen every 20 years  

but now
 they take place every five or six years. Fam

ilies have  
to leave their hom

es each tim
e this happens, and often they  

have to leave behind m
any of their belongings. 

7.  Explain that C
O

2  is em
itted w

hen w
e use energy (driving cars, 

flying in aeroplanes, using electricity at hom
e and school) but  

w
e can all cut how

 m
uch w

e use. R
em

ind pupils that they are 
good at persuading adults to do things, so they should all ask  
their fam

ilies to cut back!

8.  A
sk pupils for ideas on how

 w
e can cut the am

ount of C
O

2  
em

itted. Eg: 
 

•   sw
itching off the PlayStation/TV/D

VD
 player etc at the w

all
 

•  w
alking or cycling to school 

 
•   persuading parents to fly and drive less, and to take the train  

or bus instead.

9.  R
ead the reflection/prayer.

T
h

is resou
rce  

su
pports learn

in
g  

abou
t key th

em
es  

an
d topics th

rou
gh

 



A
:  H

ow
 does clim

ate change affect the w
orld’s poorest people?

•    D
ow

nload the C
razy C

lim
ate Pow

erPo
in

t p
resen

tatio
n from

 
w

w
w

.christianaid.org.uk/learn to use on the w
hiteboard as  

an introduction to the topic (you could prelude this lesson w
ith  

the assem
b

ly). 

•    D
ow

nload m
ore sto

ries, p
h

o
to

s an
d

 vid
eo

s from
  

w
w

w
.christianaid.org.uk/learn or w

w
w

.globalgang.org  
of children’s experiences of clim

ate change.

•    Show
 pupils one or both of the vid

eo
 sto

ries:  
C

h
am

p
a (B

angladesh) (w
w

w
.globalgang.org/hotnew

s/ 
childpow

er/refugees_2006.htm
l)  

H
ad

ja (Senegal) (w
w

w
.togethertv.org/video-hadja-diallo.shtm

l) 

•    D
ram

a activities: Flood! or C
lim

ate C
hanged! B

oth help  
children understand how

 extrem
e w

eather conditions affect 
people’s hom

es and lives. 

•     Photocopy C
h

am
p

a’s sto
ry and Fatim

ata’s sto
ry and hand  

them
 out. R

ead the stories in pairs or as a w
hole-class activity. 

D
iscuss the issues raised in the stories, such as:  

•  W
hat is the problem

 in the story? H
ow

 does it m
ake people 

 
feel? H

ow
 has it changed their lives? 

•  H
ow

 does the story m
ake you feel? 

•  W
hat activities em

it C
O

2  and m
ake clim

ate change w
orse?  

 
(Eg flying, driving, cutting dow

n trees etc.)  
•  W

hat do you think the person in the story does to m
ake clim

ate 
 

change w
orse? (Tell pupils that, on average, a person in the  

 
U

K/Ireland em
its 33 tim

es m
ore C

O
2  each year than a person  

 
in B

angladesh). 
•  D

oes the difference betw
een w

hat w
e do and w

hat the person 
 

in the story does surprise you? W
hy?  

•  W
hat can w

e do to help?

•    In sm
all groups, ask pupils to do a ‘hot seating’ exercise. First, 

each pupil w
rites dow

n three questions that they w
ould like to  

ask the people featured in the story. Taking it in turns, one pupil 
plays the role of C

ham
pa/A

issata/Fatim
ata/Senegalese villagers 

and answ
ers the questions posed by their group.

•    In sm
all groups, pupils find out m

ore about either B
angladesh  

or Senegal and how
 the country is affected by clim

ate  
change. You can also use the C

ountry profiles available from
  

w
w

w
.christianaid.org.uk/learn

B
:  Fro

m
 g

lo
b

al to
 lo

cal – let’s cu
t th

e carb
o

n
!

A
 recent survey (the R

M
 School G

ate Survey) found that children 
experienced sleepless nights w

orrying about clim
ate change because 

they felt pow
erless to do anything about it. These activities aim

 to help 
children feel that they can m

ake a difference by reducing their carbon 
dioxide (C

O
2 ) em

issions and take ow
nership in m

aking that change. 

1.  G
ive pupils the opportunity to look at the follow

ing w
eb resources 

and/or any other m
aterial you have to find out how

 they can help 
the planet.  
• w

w
w

.globalgang.org/gam
es/greenquiz.htm

l  
•  w

w
w

.globalgang.org/gam
es/gam

ezone/disasters_tips.htm
l  

•  http://new
s.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnew

s (search ‘global w
arm

ing’)  
•  w

w
w

.recyclenow
.com

/ 

2.  Split the class into sm
all groups, allocating them

 one of the 
follow

ing categories: hom
e; school; holidays and travel; out-of-

school activities. A
sk each group to brainstorm

 things that people 
can do to com

bat clim
ate change. H

ere are som
e suggestions  

to get them
 started. 

•  The three eco-R
s – reduce, reuse, recycle 

•  Start com
posting w

ith leaves, grass clippings and uncooked fruit  
 

and veg scraps 
•  Save resources: start a clothes-sw

ap schem
e! 

•   R
ecycle old m

obile phones and printer cartridges using special 
C

hristian A
id envelopes. O

rder from
 08700 787 788 (U

K) or  
01 611 0801 (R

epublic of Ireland) (quote F1294 for phones, 
F1273 for printer cartridges).

3.  A
sk each group to present their ideas, w

riting up all suggestions 
on the board.

 
 From

 this list, ask pupils to choose the five actions they consider 
to be m

ost im
portant. Tally up the choices and list the five m

ost 
popular actions on the poster, under ‘Let’s cut the carbon’. 

4.  Pupils can also fill in their p
led

ge o
n

lin
e at w

w
w

.globalgang.org 
and see w

hat other children are doing.

5.  Tell everyone! A
sk pupils to w

ork in sm
all groups. The task is to 

advertise one of their pledges/actions to the rest of the school. 
W

hat do they think is the best w
ay to advertise, inform

 and have 
the biggest im

pact? They could produce a dram
a for an assem

bly, 
a poster, a Pow

erPoint presentation or a film
.

C
:  P

lay th
e Trees an

d
 C

h
im

n
eys b

o
ard

 gam
e to

 
co

n
so

lid
ate learn

in
g

 

C
opies of the gam

e are available from
 C

hristian A
id. C

all 08700 787 788 
(U

K) or 01 611 0801 (R
epublic of Ireland) (quoting F1450).

•    A
fter pupils have played the gam

e, use the C
razy C

lim
ate facts  

to reinforce the problem
s and actions m

entioned.

Lesson
 activities

Select from
 these groups of activities to introduce children to clim

ate change issues.
N

ote: The activities can be built into a unit of w
ork or used independently, but it is best to use activities from

  
group A

 before progressing to group B
. 

Champa’s story

Champa Hatun is 12 and is afraid of the river. 
She lives in Bangladesh, southeast Asia, with 
her parents and four brothers and sisters. 
They live in a tiny one-room hut on the River 
Ganges. They lost their land and home when 
the river flooded. 

Leaving home
Bangladesh gets flooded more often than any 
other country in the world. The land is very 
flat. Scientists think that if global warming 
continues and the sea levels rise by 45cm, 
10 per cent of it will be under water. If that 
happens, 5.5 million people would have to find 
somewhere else to live – that’s equivalent to 
almost the whole population of Scotland.* 

The floods in 2004 and 2007 caused lots of 
damage. Like Champa, many people had to 
move because their homes were destroyed. 
Scientists think that by 2050 climate change 
will make more than 1 billion people around 
the world leave their homes. 
 
Champa has got used to her new home but 
doesn’t want to move again. She wants climate 
change to stop. ‘We don’t know where we’ll  
go when the river reaches this place. We’ll have 
to move again.’

Food and clean water
In Bangladesh, Christian Aid works with 
families who have been affected by floods. 
It gives them food and helps to make the 
water clean and safe to drink, because 
when floodwater gets in the wells it makes 
the drinking water dirty. Christian Aid helps 
villages rebuild homes and lends families 
money so they can buy seeds to replace 
crops lost in the floods. 

Christian Aid also helps families prepare for 
future floods, building shelters that are raised 
off the ground, so people have a safe place to 
go when the floods come. People can also 
learn first aid skills and how to warn others 
that the floods are coming. These things can 
help save many lives.

Champa’s family borrowed money so they 
could rent some land to grow rice and to pay 
for Champa and her brothers and sisters to  
go to school. Champa wants to finish school 
so that she can earn some money and help  
her family ‘by making sure we have a safe 
place to live’.

* Scotland’s estimated population on 30 June  
2006 was 5,116,900 (figure from the General Register  
Office for Scotland). 

Champa outside her home in Bangladesh

Bangladeshi villagers wade through floodwaters  
to get clean water 

Fatimata’s story

Fatimata Louty Ba is 12 and her best friend 
Aissata Abdourahmane Sall is 11. They think 
the hardest thing about living in northern 
Senegal, west Africa, is the heat and wind. 
Senegal has not had much rain for the last 
30 years and lots of trees have been chopped 
down to use as firewood. Without trees, the 
healthy soil gets blown away, and crops don’t 
grow well. Farmers now find it very hard to 
earn a living and families often do not have 
enough to eat. 

Changing land 
Some of the older people remember a time  
when the land looked very different. Houleymata 
Diallo, 60, says. ‘As time has gone by, the trees 
have gone.’

Abdoulaye Noliaye, 57, was a farmer before 
the drought came and the trees were chopped 
down. He thinks more of the land is turning 
to desert. ‘The desert… gives us lots of sun, 
causing lots of wind to blow, taking all the 
nutrients [goodness] from the soil.’ He is now 
president of a local group that protects the 
earth. Christian Aid helps the group learn how 
to plant and care for trees. 

Planting trees 
Trees are helpful because they…

•  balance the gases: trees soak up gases, like 
CO2, which cause global warming, and make 
other gases, like oxygen, which people need 
to breathe 

•  bring rain: trees ‘breathe out’ oxygen and 
water vapour. The water vapour collects 
in the air to form clouds. And clouds bring 
rain! 

•  produce fruit: such as mangos and lemons, 
giving farmers food for their families and 
something to sell 

•  keep healthy soil in place: trees help hold 
the soil in place and stop the wind from 
blowing it away 

•  stop the land from becoming desert: trees 
help keep water in the ground. Best friends – Aissata (left) and Fatimata (right) 

Drought makes the earth dry and cracked

‘People and 

animals d
ie 

because it’s
  

too hot.’ 

F
lood!

A
 dram

a activity for 7- to 9-year-olds
A

im
: Pupils w

ill learn how
 extrem

e w
eather conditions affect som

e of the w
orld’s poorest people’s  

hom
es and lives. C

hildren em
pathise w

ith people w
ho have been m

ade hom
eless.

M
aterials/prep

aration
:  

•
   C

razy C
lim

ate poster

•
   C

ountry profiles  
(available from

 w
w

w
.christianaid.org.uk/learn) 

•
   large space (school hall ideal) 

•
   PE

 m
ats 

•
   PE

 vests or bands (or stickers) to m
ark out roles

P
rior learn

in
g: Pupils should be accustom

ed to im
aginative play as this dram

a is open ended  
and loosely structured. 

W
arm

 u
p

•    D
escribe the w

eather and ask pupils to act/m
im

e accordingly, 
eg It’s cold (shiver/put on a jum

per) It’s raining (m
im

e putting up 
an um

brella).

In
tro

d
u

ctio
n

 (w
h

o
le class activity)

•    G
et pupils to w

alk around the room
, finding space. A

sk them
 to 

listen as you describe the w
eather and act out how

 they feel as 
they’re w

alking. Im
agine that there is light rain, feel it on your face 

as you w
alk. The rain is getting heavier and your clothes are w

et. 
H

ow
 are you w

alking now
? The rain is really heavy now

 and your 
clothes are soaking w

et; you have to avoid big puddles. You don’t 
have an um

brella and it w
on’t stop raining. 

•    Stop pupils and ask them
 how

 they feel. D
o you like w

alking in  
the rain? W

hat do you w
ant to do w

hen you get hom
e in the dry 

(eg have a bath, dry your hair, relax etc)? 

•    Talk about flooding in the U
K and Ireland. Pupils m

ay have 
experienced flooding, or seen TV footage of helicopter rescues 
and the dam

age and disruption caused.

•    Show
 pupils the im

ages on the poster of floodw
aters. A

sk: W
hat 

happens w
hen it doesn’t stop raining? C

an you go hom
e? Talk 

about w
hat kind of problem

s you m
ight face (eg hom

es, shops 
and schools are flooded, people and anim

als drow
n, crops are 

ruined, diseases spread as there is no clean w
ater, etc).

•    R
ead G

ile’s experience of floods from
 the poster. 

G
ro

u
p

 activity

•    Tell pupils that they are going to pretend that they are living in 
B

angladesh like G
ile. A

sk them
 to im

agine they are in a flood 
situation. Put pupils into groups of four or five.

•    G
ive each group a situation to act out. For each group, the banks 

of the river burst and the floodw
aters start to rise. 

•  (2 groups) You are at school. W
hat happens next?  

•  (2 groups) You are a fam
ily at hom

e. W
hat happens next? 

•  (1 group) You are doctors and nurses w
orking in the hospital. 

 
Your job is to look after people w

ho are sick or injured. 
•  (1 group) You w

ork in the C
hristian A

id office in B
angladesh.  

 
Your job is to m

ake sure that people can get clean w
ater and  

 
food to eat. 

•    M
ake sure everyone know

s w
hat each group’s role is. They  

could w
ear PE team

 vests/bands/stickers to identify groups.  
Tell them

 that there are som
e people w

ho are having big 
problem

s but that there are also other people w
ho are helping 

out. Explain that you need them
 to find solutions to the problem

s 
and help each other as m

uch as possible. G
ive each group a PE

 
m

at w
hich is their only ‘dry land’. Tell them

 that if they w
ant to 

m
ove off their dry land they have to either sw

im
 (lying on tum

m
y 

to m
ove along floor) or row

 a boat (shuffling on bottom
 and row

ing 
w

ith arm
s). 

•    W
atch the dram

a unfold and encourage groups to interact w
ith 

each other by suggesting problem
s and solutions. 

•    Stop the dram
a after 10-15 m

inutes and tell pupils that the  
floodw

aters have gone dow
n but their houses have been w

ashed  
aw

ay and their crops are ruined by the w
ater. Som

e people and 
anim

als w
ill have drow

ned and others w
ill be very sick.

P
len

ary

•    A
sk pupils to describe the problem

s that they faced and how
  

they w
ere helped. 

•    A
sk them

 w
hat they think happens after the flood. W

hat are 
the new

 problem
s (eg being hom

eless, losing fam
ily m

em
bers, 

not being able to go to school or other places that have been 
destroyed, dirty w

ater in the w
ells, lack of food)?

•    Talk about how
 global w

arm
ing is changing the w

eather so that 
flooding is becom

ing m
ore severe and unpredictable.

•    Talk about how
 cutting our C

O
2  em

issions w
ill help keep clim

ate 
changes to a m

inim
um

. D
iscuss w

ays that w
e can keep our C

O
2  

em
issions low

.

•    IC
T: visit w

w
w

.globalgang.org to m
ake a clim

ate change  
pledge, play the D

isaster W
atch gam

e and read m
ore clim

ate 
change stories.

•    Visit w
w

w
.christianaid.org.uk/em

ergencies to find out how
 

C
hristian A

id responded to the 2007 floods in India and 
B

angladesh. You could read som
e of the m

aterial to your class.

C
lim

ate ch
an

ged!
A

 dram
a activity for age 9+

A
im

: Pupils w
ill dem

onstrate the causes and effects of clim
ate change through m

im
e. Pupils w

ill em
pathise  

w
ith people affected by clim

ate change.

M
aterials/p

reparation
: C

razy C
lim

ate poster; C
ham

pa’s story; Fatim
ata’s story; C

ountry profiles  
(available from

 w
w

w
.christianaid.org.uk/learn); large area to w

ork; large piece of paper or w
hiteboard w

ith  
the follow

ing m
im

e prom
pts w

ritten up:

1   C
ause of problem

2   A
nother cause of the problem

3   E
ffects of the problem

4   A
nother effect of the problem

5   R
esolving the problem

6   A
n ideal w

orld

P
rior learn

in
g: This activity assum

es that pupils w
ill have read C

ham
pa’s story/Fatim

ata’s story and discussed  
the causes and effects of clim

ate change locally and globally. 

W
arm

 u
p

•    Pupils w
ork in pairs – one child is A

, the other B
. A

 stands in  
front of B

 w
ith eyes closed. B

 has to give A
 directions to m

ove 
around the room

 safely. A
 needs to listen carefully to B

 and  
follow

 directions. Sw
ap roles and repeat so pupils have a chance 

to experience both roles. 

•    A
sk students how

 they felt. H
elpless? D

ependent? Trusting  
or not? Link this to the issues of clim

ate change. Poor countries 
are feeling the effects of clim

ate change m
ore severely than rich 

countries. M
any people, especially the poor, are feeling quite 

helpless in the face of extrem
e w

eather and m
ore intense and 

unpredictable natural disasters. 

•    R
epeat the pair w

ork activity, but this tim
e the pupil w

ith their 
eyes shut has to call out all the w

ords that they can think of on 
the topic of clim

ate change as they are being guided. Sw
ap roles 

and repeat. A
sk pupils if it w

as harder to concentrate on the task 
w

hile they w
ere calling out w

ords. Explain that clim
ate change is 

m
aking life m

uch harder for m
any poor people w

ho already have 
lots of difficulties.

Freeze d
ram

a

•    A
sk the pairs to team

 up w
ith another pair to m

ake groups  
of four. A

sk the groups of four to create a freeze dram
a about 

clim
ate change. They should interpret each m

im
e prom

pt  
(see ‘M

aterials/preparation’) by creating a static m
im

e or tableau 
(you could reveal each prom

pt in turn). If tim
e is short, skip 

prom
pts 2 and 4. G

ive them
 10 m

inutes to do this. 

•    Stop pupils after 10 m
inutes. Start all the groups at one end of  

the room
. Tell them

 that they should show
 prom

pt 1 to start, then 
m

ove on a m
etre, then show

 prom
pt 2, then m

ove another m
etre, 

and so on. B
y prom

pt 6 they should have m
oved the length of the 

room
. A

llocate each group a section or ‘channel’ of the length  
of the room

 in w
hich to practise. 

•    A
fter 10 m

inutes, have a sim
ultaneous practice. Each group  

starts in prom
pt 1. C

all out each prom
pt to get them

 to m
ove into 

the next position. 

Perfo
rm

an
ce/d

iscu
ssio

n

•    W
ith the audience (the rest of the class) sitting at one end of 

the room
, select a group to dem

onstrate their freeze dram
a by 

starting at the opposite end and com
ing tow

ards the audience. 
A

sk the group to perform
 it once all the w

ay through and then 
repeat. A

t each ‘freeze’, get the rest of the class to discuss w
hat 

they think is happening in the tableau. 

•    The freeze dram
as should provide great discussion stim

uli to  
get pupils m

aking the connection betw
een the causes of clim

ate 
change, the consequences for the w

orld and also w
hat needs  

to be done to resolve the situation. 

P
len

ary/fo
llow

 u
p

•    Talk about cutting our C
O

2  em
issions and how

 this w
ill help the 

planet. D
iscuss w

ays that w
e can keep our ow

n C
O

2  em
issions 

low
 at hom

e and at school. W
hat else needs to change to help  

our com
m

unity becom
e m

ore eco-friendly? D
raw

 up an action 
plan to present to the school council, head teacher or local M

P. 

•    A
sk pupils to visit w

w
w

.globalgang.org to m
ake a clim

ate change 
pledge, play the D

isaster W
atch gam

e and read m
ore clim

ate 
change stories. 

•    H
ave a debate: given that clim

ate change is already happening, 
w

hose job is it to m
ake sure it doesn’t get any w

orse?

•    Visit w
w

w
.christianaid.org.uk/em

ergencies to find out how
 

C
hristian A

id responded to the 2007 floods in India and 
B

angladesh. You could read som
e of the m

aterial to your class.

C
razy C

lim
ate facts

T
h

ese fa
cts ca

n
 b

e u
sed

 a
s a

 fo
llo

w
-u

p
 a

fter p
la

y
in

g
 th

e Trees a
n

d
 C

h
im

n
ey

s ga
m

e  
o

r ca
n

 b
e u

sed
 o

n
 th

eir o
w

n
. Yo

u
 ca

n
 d

o
w

n
lo

a
d

 fu
rth

er co
p

ies o
f th

ese fa
cts fro

m
 

 w
w

w
.ch

ristia
n

a
id

.o
rg

.u
k/lea

rn

•  Pu
t th

e fa
cts in

to
 g

ro
u

p
s u

n
d

er h
ea

d
in

g
s like: red

u
ce, recy

cle, reu
se, sa

ve w
a

ter, sa
ve 

en
erg

y
, red

u
ce C

O
2 . Yo

u
 ca

n
 a

lso
 th

in
k o

f y
o

u
r o

w
n

 h
ea

d
in

g
s o

r so
rt th

em
 in

to
 p

ro
b

lem
s 

a
n

d
 a

ctio
n

s. 

•  C
h

o
o

se a
 fa

ct. W
o

rk in
 p

a
irs o

r sm
a

ll g
ro

u
p

s to
 th

in
k o

f w
a

y
s to

 tell th
e rest o

f y
o

u
r sch

o
o

l 
a

b
o

u
t th

e fa
ct y

o
u

 h
a

ve ch
o

sen
. W

h
a

t d
o

 y
o

u
 th

in
k is th

e b
est w

a
y

 to
 d

o
 th

is? Yo
u

 co
u

ld
 

p
erfo

rm
 a

 p
la

y
 o

r a
ssem

b
ly

, o
r m

a
ke a

 p
o

ster, a
 Po

w
erPo

in
t p

resen
ta

tio
n

 o
r even

 a
 fi

lm
.

•  M
a

ke a
 ta

lly
 ch

a
rt to

 reco
rd

 y
o

u
r a

ctivities over a
 w

eek th
a

t em
it C

O
2 , eg

 ca
r jo

u
rn

ey
s,  

h
o

u
rs w

a
tch

in
g

 T
V, h

o
w

 lo
n

g
 y

o
u

 ch
a

rg
e y

o
u

r m
o

b
ile p

h
o

n
e fo

r, etc. P
lo

t y
o

u
r resu

lts o
n

  
a

 g
ra

p
h

 to
 sh

o
w

 y
o

u
r ca

rb
o

n
 fo

o
tp

rin
t.

• D
esig

n
 a

n
d

 ca
rry

 o
u

t a
 su

rvey
 o

f y
o

u
r cla

ssm
a

tes to
 fi

n
d

 o
u

t h
o

w
 eco

-frien
d

ly
 th

ey
 a

re.

D
id you know

 that one flush
  

of y
o

u
r lo

o
* u

ses a
s m

u
ch

 
w

ater as som
e people in parts 

o
f A

frica
 a

n
d

 A
sia

 u
se in

 a
 

d
a

y
 fo

r w
a

sh
in

g
, clea

n
in

g
, 

co
o

kin
g

 a
n

d
 d

rin
kin

g
? 

*about 10 litres of w
ater

(S
ource: Environm

ent A
gency/W

ater S
upply and

 
S

anitation C
ollaborative C

ouncil (W
S

S
C

C
)) 

D
id you know

 floodw
ater can

 
get into w

ells and m
ake the 

drinking w
ater dirty? D

rinking
 

dirty w
ater m

akes people 
very ill. A

round 6,000 children
 

die every day from
 drinking

 
unsafe w

ater and not having
 

proper toilets.
(S

ource: w
w

w
.w

ateraid.org.uk)

D
id you know

 that planting
 

trees helps stop the soil 
becom

ing unusable and the 
land turning into desert?

R
ubbish w

e send to the tip
 

ends up in landfill sites, 
producing m

ore harm
ful 

gases. D
id you know

 that 
every person in the U

K
 throw

s 
aw

ay their ow
n body w

eight 
in rubbish every seven w

eeks?
(S

ource: W
aste W

atch)

D
id you know

 that experts 
think w

e should reduce our 
C

O
2  em

issions to just 2 tonnes 
per person per year to help the 
planet? That m

ay be difficult for 
us, but people in B

angladesh
 

only produce 0.3 tonnes. In
 

N
icaragua it’s only 0.7 tonnes 

and in M
ali 0.1 tonnes! 

(S
ource: U

N
D

P D
evelopm

ent R
eport 2006)

Yo
u

 ca
n

 h
elp

 th
e enviro

n
m

en
t 

b
y

 u
sin

g
 en

erg
y

-sa
vin

g
 lig

h
t 

b
u

lb
s in

 y
o

u
r h

o
m

e – a
n

d
 

sa
ve m

o
n

ey
! 

D
id you know

 that if you fly
  

to faraw
ay places, like Florida, 

you em
it about 1 tonne of C

O
2  

each flight? 
(S

ource: C
lim

ate C
are)

To help cut C
O

2 , w
e need

  
to buy less stuff. B

y reducing
 

and reusing, w
e send few

er 
things to rubbish tips, and

 
few

er harm
ful gases are 

em
itted into the air. 

Turning the heating dow
n

  
by just one degree saves  
240kg of C

O
2  a year. It w

ould
 

take eight trees to soak up
  

this am
ount of C

O
2 !

(S
ource: N

ational C
onsum

er A
gency)

A
 can that is recycled today

 
can be m

ade into a new
  

can and be back on a shelf, 
refilled and ready to buy

 
again, in just six w

eeks! 
(S

ource: w
w

w
.thinkcans.com

)

D
id you know

 that m
obiles 

contain som
e horrible things 

w
hich can leak and pollute  

the soil if you don’t get rid
  

of them
 safely? 

It m
a

kes sen
se to

 u
se th

e  
su

n’s en
erg

y
 to

 p
rovid

e 
electricity

 – esp
ecia

lly
 in

  
rea

lly
 su

n
n

y
 co

u
n

tries! 
D

id you know
 that S

enegal 
is one of the w

orld’s sunniest 
countries, w

ith m
ore than 3,000 

hours of sunshine a year? 
(S

ource: U
N

ES
C

O
)

R
ecycled m

aterial can
  

be used to m
ake lots of 

different things. D
id you

  
know

 that 25 tw
o-litre soft-

drinks bottles can be used
  

to m
ake a fleece jacket? 

(S
ource: W

R
A

P)

Electrical appliances on
 

standby still use energy.  
A

n average hom
e has 12 

electrical appliances and
 

gadgets on standby. That 
energy adds to your carbon

 
footprint. Turn them

 off –  
and save m

oney too!

S
hort car journeys send out 

m
ore than 2kg of C

O
2  per 

journey. S
o being driven to

 
school and back in a year 
equals 760kg of C

O
2 . 

(S
ource: I-C

ount – short journeys are calculated as  
under 3 m

iles)

W
e ea

ch
 u

se a
b

o
u

t 134 p
la

stic 
b

a
g

s a
 y

ea
r. M

aking them
 

uses energy w
hich em

its lo
ts 

o
f C

O
2 . A

n
d

 th
e billions of 

plastic bags w
e throw

 a
w

a
y

 
en

d
 u

p
 in

 ru
b

b
ish

 tip
s, a

n
d

 
th

erefo
re relea

se h
a

rm
fu

l 
ga

ses in
to

 th
e a

ir. 
(S

ource: Friends of the Earth)

You can save up to four  
litres of w

ater by turning
  

off the tap w
hile you brush

 
your teeth.

A
 carbon footprint is a

 
m

easure of how
 m

uch C
O

2   
w

e em
it into the atm

osphere 
– the sm

aller the footprint,  
the better it is for the planet.

D
id

 y
o

u
 kn

o
w

 th
a

t lea
vin

g
 

y
o

u
r T

V
 o

n
 sta

n
d

b
y

 co
u

ld
  

em
it up to 20kg of C

O
2  a year? 

M
any charities recycle m

obile 
phones, printer cartridges and

 
com

puters to raise m
oney. 

R
ecycling a phone w

ith
 

C
hristian A

id raises £3/€4.50, 
w

hich could pay for a child to
 

go to school for tw
o m

onths 
in India. W

hy not start up a
 

collection in your school? 

The K
yoto Protocol is an

 
agreem

ent signed by 166 
countries. A

ll the countries 
agreed to cut their greenhouse 
gases. C

an you find out w
hich

 
countries have signed up?

A
lm

ost everything w
e produce 

has a carbon footprint – even
 

crisps! O
ne fam

ous crisp
 

com
pany has calculated the 

carbon footprint of a packet of 
its cheese and onion crisps to

 
be 75g. 

T
h

e 3 eco
-R

s a
re: red

u
ce 

w
h

a
t y

o
u

 b
u

y
, reu

se  
th

in
g

s y
o

u
 h

a
ve b

o
u

g
h

t  
a

n
d

 recy
cle m

o
re.

W
rite y

o
u

r o
w

n
 clim

a
te 

ch
a

n
g

e fa
ct h

ere.

w
w

w
.ch

ristian
aid

.o
rg

.u
k

U
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ber 1105851 C

om
pany num
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N
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h
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C
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o
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w
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w

o
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C
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C
lim

ate ch
an

ge an
d

 p
overty

C
hristian A

id w
ants to end poverty in the w

orld. To achieve this goal, 
w

e have to tackle clim
ate change – because the w

orld’s poorest 
people bear the brunt of it. They live in places that are prone to 
droughts, storm

s and floods, but do not have the m
eans to protect 

them
selves. A

s the earth gets w
arm

er, extrem
e w

eather is set to 
becom

e m
ore intense and unpredictable. M

any poor com
m

unities 
rely on the w

eather because they earn a living through farm
ing, so 

w
hen the clim

ate changes, they are the first to suffer. 

This resource encourages pupils to think about the effects of 
clim

ate change – w
ho it affects m

ost and how
 it affects them

. 
B

ut it is not all doom
 and gloom

: it is instead an opportunity for 
change. Pupils w

ill consider how
 they can help stop clim

ate chaos 
through their ow

n lifestyle choices. They w
ill learn about how

 
clim

ate change affects children in other parts of the w
orld and how

 
C

hristian A
id’s w

ork is helping to create a m
ore sustainable w

orld. 

R
efl

ection
/p

rayer
Let’s care for our clim

ate
For the rain
R

ain puts houses under w
ater but m

akes the plants grow
Let’s care for our clim

ate
For the w

ind
W

ind can tear dow
n trees but can pow

er a turbine
Let’s care for our clim

ate
For the sun
T

he sun’s glare can bake the land but can heat a solar panel
Let’s care for our clim

ate
For the w

eather 
For those w

ho live w
ith floods and storm

s and droughts
Let’s care for our clim

ate

G
eo

g
rap

hy/E
nviro

n
m

en
tal 

S
tu

d
ies/S

cien
ce: the im

pact of 
clim

ate change on pupils in the 
U

K/Ireland and globally; children’s 
responsibilities; learning to  
exam

ine an individual’s carbon 
footprint; sustainable developm

ent; 
global w

arm
ing

R
E

/R
M

E
: study the w

ork of a 
C

hristian charity; stew
ardship; 

caring for our w
orld

P
S

H
E

/P
S

D
/P

S
E

/C
itizen

sh
ip

: 
participation; responsibilities; global 
aw

areness; global citizenship

This m
aterial has been w

ritten  
for education purposes. For w

ider 
distribution or com

m
ercial gain, 

perm
ission m

ust be sought  
from

 C
hristian A

id. W
ritten by 

So-Shan A
u and N

icola Inson for 
C

hristian A
id, 2007. You can also 

dow
nload these m

aterials from
 

w
w

w
.ch

ristian
aid

.o
rg

.u
k/learn

‘My father 

bought h
is l

and 

through hard 

work, but th
e 

riv
er to

ok it…
’ 

© Christian Aid, October 2007

A
ssem

bly: C
lim

ate change – it’s happening now
! (15 m

ins)
T

h
em

e: C
lim

ate change; green issues; the environm
ent, flooding

C
ou

n
try focu

s: B
angladesh

A
im

: To show
 pupils how

 clim
ate change affects people’s lives; to em

pathise w
ith others; to reflect  

on how
 our actions can m

ake a difference to people around the w
orld.

M
aterials/p

reparation
:  

•
   D

ow
nload the C

razy C
lim

ate Pow
erPoint presentation and view

 the photo galleries and video stories  
at w

w
w

.christianaid
.org

.uk/learn
 (or use C

ham
pa’s story included here).

•
   Source a song about rain (eg Travis W

hy does it alw
ays rain on m

e?).

1.   Play the Pow
erPo

in
t p

resen
tatio

n or show
 the p

h
o

to
 gallery  

as pupils arrive. Listen to a rain-related song to set the scene.

2.  A
sk pupils if they like the rain. R

em
ind them

 that w
e need rain  

to grow
 food.

3.  A
sk pupils to listen carefully to the story about C

ham
pa to find  

out w
hy she is scared of w

ater.

4.  Play or read C
h

am
p

a’s sto
ry, display a photo of her and a  

w
orld m

ap highlighting B
angladesh (using im

ages from
 the 

Pow
erPoint presentation).

5.  A
sk a volunteer to tell you w

hy C
ham

pa is frightened of w
ater.

6.  E
xplain that the w

orld is w
arm

ing up, partly because there is 
m

ore carbon dioxide gas (C
O

2)  in the air, w
hich acts like a blanket 

and traps in heat. S
om

e places don’t get as m
uch rain as they 

used to, w
hich can m

ake it hard to grow
 crops. B

ut other places 
som

etim
es get too m

uch w
ater causing floods. In som

e places, 
storm

s are becom
ing stronger and m

ore dam
aging. The m

ost 
extrem

e floods in B
angladesh used to happen every 20 years  

but now
 they take place every five or six years. Fam

ilies have  
to leave their hom

es each tim
e this happens, and often they  

have to leave behind m
any of their belongings. 

7.  Explain that C
O

2  is em
itted w

hen w
e use energy (driving cars, 

flying in aeroplanes, using electricity at hom
e and school) but  

w
e can all cut how

 m
uch w

e use. R
em

ind pupils that they are 
good at persuading adults to do things, so they should all ask  
their fam

ilies to cut back!

8.  A
sk pupils for ideas on how

 w
e can cut the am

ount of C
O

2  
em

itted. Eg: 
 

•   sw
itching off the PlayStation/TV/D

VD
 player etc at the w

all
 

•  w
alking or cycling to school 

 
•   persuading parents to fly and drive less, and to take the train  

or bus instead.

9.  R
ead the reflection/prayer.

T
h

is resou
rce  

su
pports learn

in
g  

abou
t key th

em
es  

an
d topics th

rou
gh

 




