Our Prayer for a Just and Fair Future

Great Spirit, heavenly Father, source of life and love. We rejoice and give thanks for your
bountiful planet. Great plains, verdant forests, deserts of rock, sand and ice, mountain
ranges, rivers and oceans: ecosystems to meet the needs of all your creatures.

We mourn our separation from you, each other, ourselves and all creation.
We have forsaken your calling to be custodians:

When we drill for oil, gas and minerals, despoiling the earth, poisoning the waters and
fouling the air with climate changing gases;

When we fell ancient trees, over-exploit the oceans and techno-farm food, destroying soils,
traditional food systems and indigenous communities;

When we desecrate your world with trash where nothing in nature is intended to go to
waste;

When we live lavish lifestyles and turn our other cheek to poverty, injustice, war, famine and
unbearable human suffering.

When world leaders and multi-national corporations put profit before the wellbeing of
people, communities and a flourishing planet.

We pray that our words, our pilgrimage and our actions may be a witness to world leaders,
encouraging and inspiring them to make radical commitments at the forthcoming climate
talks. Commitments that will restore the earth and lead to justice for communities
confronted by the climate crisis. And may they lead us onto a new path for a sustainable
future where we live in harmony with all life.

Open our senses to all we encounter and be with us that we may walk in safety. Awaken us
to our true nature, to live in peace with you, each other and all creation. By restoring
harmony and balance we too will be restored to wholeness.

Amen.

Prayer written by Bishop Geoff Davies, South Africa’s ‘Green Bishop’ Bishop Geoff
Davies, or more affectionately known as the Green Bishop, and his wife Kate were
founders of the Southern African Faith Communities’ Environment Inst
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