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Watch out! Scary creatures about!  





�





SCHOOLS LEARNING RESOURCE





Assembly for 7- to 11-year-olds 





Assembly presentation





1. Show slide 1. Welcome the pupils and ask: what do you think are the most dangerous creatures in the world? Take suggestions (their answers might include snakes, spiders or sharks). We’ve compiled a list of some of the world’s deadliest creatures – also known as animals you really wouldn’t want to meet! 





2. Show slide 2.You might be surprised that frogs make it onto a list of dangerous animals, but at number ten we have the Poison Dart Frog, which lives in Central and South America. Although it is only the height of a paperclip it can produce enough poison to kill ten adults. The frogs are brightly-coloured to warn predators to leave them alone.





3. Show slide 3. Don’t be fooled - polar bears aren’t quite as cuddly as they look! They can grow up to eight feet tall - that’s nearly two and a half metres. They generally have no fear of humans and have a reputation for being the only animal that would actually hunt humans for food. Luckily, however, they live in remote places near the Arctic Circle and so don’t come into contact with very many people.





4. Show slide 4. At number eight we have the Great White Shark. Sharks are amazing swimmers and Great White Sharks can swim at up to 15 miles an hour – around five times faster than the fastest human swimmers! They also boast up to 300 sharp, serrated teeth. However, despite their frightening reputation, most of the 100 shark attacks each year do not kill people. Researchers think that Great Whites are not actually trying to eat humans, but just biting them out of curiosity. 





5. Show slide 5. At number seven it’s the Box Jellyfish, which lives in the sea north of Australia and around South-East Asia. Their tentacles can grow up to three metres long and each has 5,000 stinging cells that can release a deadly poison.





6. Show slide 6. At number six, we have the majestic African Lion. This beast has a reputation for being feirce, so it may be a surprise that it is so low down the list – and is actually less deadly than several other African mammals we’ve yet to encounter. Still, you would probably want to give a lion a wide berth if you met one at feeding time! 





7. Show slide 7. At number five, it’s the African Elephant. Surprising, isn’t it, that these much-loved animals cause more deaths on average each year than lions? Yet African Elephants are extremely heavy and young elephants especially can be aggressive. The biggest risk is being trampled by an Elephant, but their tusks can do a lot of damage too.





8. Show slide 8. A surprise at number four: it’s the Hippopotamus, which also lives in Africa. Don’t be fooled by its chubby looks and lazy lifestyle, hippos can actually run pretty fast and can match a human’s speed over short distances. Hippos can bite a canoe in half and they kill more people each year than any other African mammal. Females can be especially aggressive if you get between them and their babies.





9. Show slide 9. At number three it’s the Saltwater Crocodile, which lives in Northern Australia and South-East Asia. This type of crocodile can grow up to five metres long! They will attack any animal straying too close to the edge of the water and often attack boats. 





10. Show slide 10. At number two it’s the Indian Cobra. It’s not the most poisonous snake in the world (the Inland Taipan, which lives in Australia, gets that prize). However it does have highly poisonous venom and, because it feeds on rats and mice, it is much more likely to come into contact with people, making it the most dangerous snake for humans.





11. And so we come to number one… the most dangerous creature on earth…Can anyone guess what it is? The answer: the mosquito. Show slide 11. More dangerous than a shark, snake, or crocodile?! It’s astonishing to think that while sharks – those famously ‘dangerous’ animals – kill on average twenty people a year, mosquitoes are responsible for more than a million human deaths every year. 





12. The reason that mosquitoes are so deadly is that they can carry diseases, particularly malaria. Although you do get mosquitoes in the UK, we are very lucky that the sort that you find in this country do not carry malaria. But, around the world, malaria is one of the biggest killers – it is estimated that a child dies every 30 seconds from malaria somewhere in the world.





Malaria is most common in warm and tropical countries where malaria-carrying mosquitoes flourish. Sadly, these are also the places where people are often very poor. Many people cannot afford medicine to treat or prevent malaria – and malaria makes people poorer, because being ill can prevent people from working.                                                                





Although mosquitoes are so deadly, it is actually pretty easy for people to protect themselves against them – certainly much easier than it is to protect yourself against an attacking shark, charging elephant or lurking crocodile. The best way to protect against malaria is a mosquito net. Nets prevent mosquitoes from getting too close to humans and biting them while they sleep. 


 


12. Show slide 12. Christian Aid is helping to provide mosquito nets in Nigeria, in West Africa, so that people can avoid getting Malaria. Christian Aid’s partner, ADDS, runs a ‘Nets for Life’ programme, which provides nets for people who are particularly in need, like elderly people and orphans. 





13. Show slide 13. This is Jacob Tersugh. He is 13 and lives in Nigeria, in West Africa. Jacob’s parents died when he was just nine years old. Jacob’s elder sisters cared for him at first, but they soon left to get married, meaning that he was left all alone to look after himself at the age of twelve. As an orphan, Jacob received a mosquito net from Christian Aid’s partner ADDS. 





Jacob explains: ‘I used to get sick a lot, maybe once or twice a month which meant that I couldn’t go to school or I couldn’t work. This would make it very difficult for me. But I haven’t been sick since I have had this net. I no longer have itchy rashes all over my body which also makes me feel better. I didn’t know before that mosquitoes caused malaria.’





Mosquito nets cost around just £5 each. Just think how little this really is! What can £5 buy? (Take suggestions from the group.) Who’d have thought that fighting the world’s deadliest creature would cost about the same as a cinema ticket?











Theme: malaria





Country focus: Nigeria





Aim: to expose some of the myths about dangerous creatures and to understand that the biggest threat posed by any creature is malaria, which is spread by mosquitoes; to understand how malaria can be tackled and to empathise with the story of someone who has suffered from malaria. 





Materials/preparation: 





the Look out! Scary creatures about! PowerPoint presentation (available to download from � HYPERLINK "http://www.christianaid.org.uk/learn" ��www.christianaid.org.uk/learn�)


a mosquito net (optional). 





  This material has been written for educational purposes. For wider distribution or commercial gain, permission must be sought from Christian Aid.
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Reflection





Ask the pupils to reflect on anything in today’s assembly that has shocked or surprised them. Was it that a small and seemingly harmless insect could be so much more dangerous than the world’s biggest predators? Or that Jacob Tersugh was left to fend for himself at just twelve years old?  Or was it that for the same price as it costs us to visit the cinema, someone could sleep safe every night, free from the threat of malaria? 





April 25th is World Malaria Day, when people across the world will be thinking about how they can step up the fight against malaria and protect more people from the world’s most dangerous creature. 
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