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SCHOOLS LEARNING RESOURCE





Make a difference with Coffee





�





Assembly for 7- to 11-year-olds (15 mins)





Show slide 1 as pupils enter. Talk about your school and discuss what they like about the facilities, e.g. school field, I.T. suite etc. 





Show slide 2 Look at the checklist and decide which items they would expect to have in a school to make it a comfortable and safe place, where they can enjoy learning. Perhaps look at which they consider essentials and which are ‘nice-to-haves’.





Show slide 3 Say, probably most schools in this country would be able to tick off their checklist like this.





Show slide 4 What do you think it would be like to go to a school whose checklist looked like this? (Let them make suggestions.)





Show slide 5 Introduce Nicaragua. It is the second poorest country in Latin America (only Haiti is poorer). Most Nicaraguans live on less than $2 a day (£1.30 or €1.50). 





Show slide 6 This is a school in a village called La Paz, in Nicaragua. This is one of the classrooms. Discuss picture and compare to their school.





Show slide 7 Their teacher Ivette doesn’t just look after one class, but has to race between classes teaching two at the same time. Ivette says, ‘some children receive their lessons outside, the teachers don’t have blackboards or chairs...  We have no toilets so children have to ask in the nearby houses.’





Show slide 8 There aren’t enough classrooms so some of the classes are outside. 





Show slide 9 They all lend a hand when it comes to cleaning after school. And to top it all, the school building used to be a warehouse to store dangerous chemicals.





Show slide 10 Meriling goes to the school in La Paz. Her father, Eladio, is a coffee farmer. His dream is for his community to have a proper school. He very confidently says, ‘I believe change is possible.’





So why is he so sure that his community can get a proper school when he lives in such a poor country? Because he has seen it happen in other communities nearby, particularly one called Los Cerrones.





Christian Aid works with an organisation in Nicaragua called Soppexcca (pronounced Sopeshca). Between them, and with a lot of hard work from the people in the community, as well as the help of a little green thing, the people of Los Cerrones have now got a school.





Any ideas as to what this little green thing is? (Take suggestions.) Actually, to be precise, it’s millions of little green things…





Show slide 11 Ask for more suggestions, then click again to reveal answer – coffee beans.





Show slide 12 Nicaragua has perfect conditions for growing coffee beans. However, many of the people in Los Cerrones didn’t have enough money for seeds and equipment to be able to make a decent living by growing and selling coffee. But with the help of Soppexca they formed a cooperative. This means that a group of local farmers all help each other out by sharing things such as equipment, knowledge and land. Soppexca were able to help them get started by giving them a loan to buy some of the things they couldn’t afford, and trained them so that the farmers knew how to make the best coffee and earn good money. They decided they desperately needed a school and after many years of hard work, building it themselves, their new school finally opened in April 2010.





Show slide 13 Darwin goes to the school in Los Cerrones. It has all the essential things a school needs – proper toilets and clean water, a teacher for each class, indoor classrooms and blackboards, exercise books, a school field etc.





Show slide 14 This is Jamnirys. Her father is a member of the cooperative in Los Cerrones. He says, ‘If Soppexcca didn’t exist, we wouldn’t be here.’





Los Cerrones has been a cooperative for many years. La Paz has only been a cooperative for four years. That is why Eladio and the other people of La Paz believe that if they work hard as a cooperative they will finally get their school. 





Show slide 15 He has even found the spot where he would like the school to be built. He says, ‘We hope that with the help from an organisation like Christian Aid, in the not too distant future things will improve for us.’





Show slide 16 Christian Aid wants the world to be free from poverty and believes that this can happen if people and governments work together for change.





With the help of people like you in the UK and Ireland, Christian Aid and organisations like Soppexca can help children like Meriling to one day have a school to go to.






















































































































































































































































































Assembly presentation





Theme: coffee growing, transforming communities, Christian Aid Week





Country Focus: Nicaragua





Aims: To understand how Christian Aid is helping people in poverty out of poverty; to show how a community can be transformed with a little bit of help and a lot of hard wok; to raise awareness of Christian Aid Week.





Materials/preparation: 


The ‘Make a difference with Coffee’ PowerPoint presentation 
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Prayer








Show slide 17 Thank you God that all the hard work that the people of Los Cerrones have put in has made such a big difference to their community. Thank you for Soppexca who have helped them to make this happen. We pray for the other communities in the ‘coffee capital’ who still don’t have clean water or a proper school. Thank you for the hope they have that change can happen, and help us to help them to make Eladio’s dream come true. 





Amen





If your pupils have been inspired by this assembly, here are some suggestions to develop these ideas further:


Find out about how a coffee bean in Nicaragua ends up as a cup of coffee in the UK. Make it into a timeline or a presentation.


The cooperatives in Nicaragua are part of the Fair trade movement. Find out more about Fair trade and learn about how it benefits poor people in the world. 


Hold a coffee morning and send any money raised to the Christian Aid Week.


Ask children to bring in empty coffee jars and spare coppers to fill them with. Hold a competition to see which jar, when money is counted, is closest to £14 or €15.50 - the amount it would cost a coffee farmer to buy coffee seeds for one manzana (this is the unit they measure land in, equivalent to 0.7 hectares).
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Action








