Far from Home
SCHOOLS LEARNING RESOURCE
Assembly for 7 – 11 year olds (15 mins)

 As 
Theme: Refugees/conflict/climate change

Focus countries: Angola, Bangladesh and Burma

Aim:  To help young people empathise with others whose lives are torn apart by war or environmental disaster; to appreciate the link between our own lifestyles and environmental refugees

Additional materials/preparation (optional): A selection of essential and personal items including a first aid kit, bottle of water, food, a teddy bear/other toy, a photograph of a family, a photograph of a pet.
 Far from home PowerPoint presentation
Assembly presentation
1. Around the world, many people are on the move. Some are travelling for holidays or for work. Some are seeking to start a new life somewhere else. And some are forced to move – running away because their lives are in danger.

You may have heard terms such as refugees, asylum seekers and displaced people. These names have slightly different meanings, but they all refer to people who have been forced to leave their homes because they were afraid of what might happen if they stayed. Sometimes they are running away from war or being mistreated, and sometimes they are running away from a disaster such as a flood.

2. Show the children the selection of items you have brought along. If you had to leave your home in a hurry and could only take one thing, which thing would you take?

Ask for a volunteer to come up to the front. Ask them to choose which one item they would take. Why did you choose this item? Was it difficult to choose just one thing? Thank the volunteer and ask them to sit down.

3. Ask the pupils:  How would you feel if you had to leave your home in a hurry? How would you feel if you could never go back?

Explain that most people in the UK and Ireland usually have a choice about when and where they move and usually have lots of time to pack. But some people around the world don’t have a choice – they are forced to leave their homes, often in a hurry.

4. Show the slide of Domingas Maria Domingas Marias is ten years old. She is from a country called Angola, which is in southern Africa. There was a war in Angola for a long time. Many people died, and lots of children were kidnapped and forced to fight in the war. Domingas was born in the forest and spent most of her childhood there, hiding from soldiers. She and her family had no house and were forced to keep moving – she had to move more than
200 times.

Thankfully the war is now over, and Domingas and her family have managed to settle in a new village. At last Domingas is able to go to school. In this picture she is standing on a bridge that her father helped to build. The bridge is a symbol of peace. It links Domingas’ village to a village on the other side of the river. During the war, the villages were divided by the fighting and there was no way to cross the river. Domingas crosses this bridge every day when she goes to school.

Christian Aid is a charity that works with poor communities all over the world. It provided some of the money to help villagers build the bridge.

5. Show the slide of the destroyed house in Burma
It is not only war that forces people to leave their homes. In Burma, a country in
southeast Asia, hundreds of thousands of people were forced to leave their homes
after they were destroyed by a cyclone in
May 2008.

One man described how he, his parents and his four brothers and sisters spent the night of the cyclone in a field with no shelter:
‘About an hour after the storm started the roof of our home blew off. We ran outside and there were branches and poles flying
everywhere. The sky was full of things. We
were so scared that we would get hit but we didn’t have anywhere to go, so we spent the night with our neighbours in a field... It was terrifying.’

Christian Aid is helping get food, water, clothing and other supplies to people in Burma.

6. Show the slide of Shagor and his father
Shagor is ten years old and lives in
Bangladesh, a country in South Asia. Bangladesh, suffers from floods and the changing climate means floods now happen more often and are often more severe. The most extreme floods in Bangladesh used to happen every 20 years but now they take place every five or six years. Many people are forced to leave their homes because of flooding.

Shagor lives right next to a river. Floods already washed away his first home, and now he worries that his new home will be washed away too.

When he grows up he wants to be a doctor and help other people, but for now he would like to be able to settle in one place. Christian Aid is helping people in Bangladesh to cope with climate change
and the extreme weather this can cause.

Christian Aid also asks governments and people in the UK and Ireland to change their habits so that they use less carbon dioxide gas (CO2). The world is warming up, partly because there is more CO2  in the air, which acts like a blanket and traps in heat. As the climate changes, more and more people around the world are likely to have to move away from their homes because they don’t get as much rain as they used to, which can make it hard to grow crops, or they sometimes get too much water causing floods, like in Bangladesh. But if we reduce the amount of CO2  we emit, we can help tackle climate change.


7. Show the slide of the factory in Zambia Ask the pupils to suggest ways they can reduce the amount of CO2 they use. If they had to do it to keep their homes safe would they do them? Are they prepared to do them to keep other children’s (like Shagor’s) homes safe?
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Objective: These activities allow the class to explore further the issues covered in the assembly, and to each reflect personally on the experience of people fleeing their homes.

Materials: Flipchart paper and pens

1.   Individual activity
Ask each pupil to draw a picture of their home.
What is it that they like most about living there? Can they show this in the drawing?
2.   Partner activity
In pairs ask pupils to discuss the following:
Are the things that are really special or important about your home possessions (eg furniture, clothes, curtains etc) or are they the feelings that you get from being at home (eg safety, comfort, warmth, rest, fun)?
Have you ever had to move house? Why did you move?
What was it like?

3.   Group activity
Divide the class into groups of five or six and give each group a piece of flipchart paper.

Ask: If you had to move house and could only take three things, which three things would you take with you?








Ask them to draw their three most treasured possessions on the piece of paper (there should be about 15 things on each piece of paper).
Would you be able to carry all these things if your group had to walk or run for miles?
Ask them to decide together on five things they would drop – they each have to cross out one of their items. Tell them that their situation is getting worse. They have been on the move now for several days. They will
need to drop another item each (cross it off the paper).

They should each have one item left. Ask the group to nominate someone to explain to the rest of the class the items they have saved. Why did they choose these items?

Look back at the drawings they made in activity 1. What was it that they most valued about their home?
Would they lose that if they had to move quickly, or could they take it with them?

4.   Whole class activity
Make a list of the things that they think people fleeing their home might need most – are these possessions
(objects) or are they emotional needs (feelings)?

Point out that some charities – like Christian Aid – help people when they need it most. They help to provide the things that help people to stay alive (such as blankets, water purification tablets, food, medicine, soap, shelters) but they also care about the emotional needs to help people feel safe and happy: security, safety, peace.

Ask pupils to think back to the assembly and try to remember the list of actions that they could take to help prevent climate change getting worse, and therefore to help reduce the number of people who are forced to move home because of changing weather.

5.   Classroom display: ‘Home is where the heart is’
Write that list of actions up and put it on the classroom wall, next to a display of the drawings of home. Explain that many of the things that children can do to help combat climate change are things they can do in their own
homes (eg turning off the tv at the wall, putting on a jumper instead of turning up the heating etc). You could
print off the picture of Shagor from the assembly, and include this in the display with a note to explain how the changes the children make in their own homes relate to other children around the world whose homes are threatened by climate change.




Action
We pray for children who are forced to move away from their homes whatever the circumstances, and pray that they are able to keep safe. Amen

Prayer
This material has been written for educational purposes. For wider distribution or commercial gain, permission must be sought from Christian Aid. Eng and Wales charity no. 1105851 Scot charity no. SC039150 Company no. 5171525 Christian Aid Ireland: NI charity no. NIC101631 Company no. NI059154 and ROI charity no. 20014162 Company no. 426928. The Christian Aid name and logo are trademarks of Christian Aid. © Christian Aid September 2016. Christian Aid is a key member of Act Alliance. 





















































Action (continued…)


Ask them to draw their three most treasured possessions on the piece of paper (there should be about 15 things on each piece of paper).
Would you be able to carry all these things if your group had to walk or run for miles?
Ask them to decide together on five things they would drop – they each have to cross out one of their items. Tell them that their situation is getting worse. They have been on the move now for several days. They will
need to drop another item each (cross it off the paper).

They should each have one item left. Ask the group to nominate someone to explain to the rest of the class the items they have saved. Why did they choose these items?

Look back at the drawings they made in activity 1. What was it that they most valued about their home?
Would they lose that if they had to move quickly, or could they take it with them?

4.   Whole class activity
Make a list of the things that they think people fleeing their home might need most – are these possessions
(objects) or are they emotional needs (feelings)?

Point out that some charities – like Christian Aid – help people when they need it most. They help to provide the things that help people to stay alive (such as blankets, water purification tablets, food, medicine, soap, shelters) but they also care about the emotional needs to help people feel safe and happy: security, safety, peace.

Ask pupils to think back to the assembly and try to remember the list of actions that they could take to help prevent climate change getting worse, and therefore to help reduce the number of people who are forced to move home because of changing weather.

5.   Classroom display: ‘Home is where the heart is’
Write that list of actions up and put it on the classroom wall, next to a display of the drawings of home. Explain that many of the things that children can do to help combat climate change are things they can do in their own
homes (eg turning off the tv at the wall, putting on a jumper instead of turning up the heating etc). You could
print off the picture of Shagor from the assembly, and include this in the display with a note to explain how the changes the children make in their own homes relate to other children around the world whose homes are threatened by climate change.
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